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Imagine you have the power to change one place 
in Bengaluru. What places should be developed or 
preserved? What are your ideas and wishes? What 
are the hidden visions of Benguluru’s future? Together 
we will build a Bengaluru Change Map,  
create a knowledge resource and provide impetus for 
urban development. 

Nextbengaluru brings the concept of crowdsourcing 
our urban future to India’s innovation city. Started 
and curated by Bengaluru-based MOD Institute 
and Nexthamburg from Germany, the goal of 
Nextbengaluru is to create a future urban citizens‘ 
vision for Bengaluru by giving the opportunity to 
everyone to be involved. 
 
Nextbengaluru is an experiment. The city’s challenges 
are enormous, so are the opportunities. Let’s build 
together a vision for this vibrant metropolis.

ABOUT  
Nextbengaluru

Nextbengaluru.COM
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PREFACE 

DEAR READER,
We‘re delighted to present to you our publication, 
'Nextbengaluru - People‘s vision on future  
Shanthinagar'. Reflecting on a collective three month 
process of addressing urban questions in one of the 
loveliest neighborhoods of Bengaluru; this book is 
both a map and a collection of ideas, visions and  
reports. Everything you see in this publication reflects 
upon what has happened so far in the area, and looks 
to dwell on ideas that will further improve the situati-
on in Shanthinagar.

The foundation of all content in this book is based 
on the wishes, ideas and visions of the local citizens. 
What’s a city for, if not for it‘s people? Hence, we 
believe that accessibility and participation are two 
quintessential elements to work on towards achieving 
an inclusive city. In addition, responsibility –  
or simply taking care – is most critical.

As Nextbengaluru is designed as an open  
collaborative crowdsourcing platform, it‘s first objecti-
ve is to give room to share and discuss ideas, visions, 
and projects. Although today not everyone has access 
to social media tools; hence our physical space - Next-
bengaluru Gatishil - was both welcomed and celebra-
ted at Shanthinagar. We were extremely overwhelmed 
with all the feedback we received from the locals.

The space was host to various events and room for 
countless discussions and workshops. The fact that 
it attracted people from various backgrounds, ages 
and walks of life was one of the most promising  
aspects of Nextbengaluru.

All content in this book is a result of a three month 
process and has only been possible because of the 
help of the people involved in various discussions; 
people who were willing to come forward with ideas, 
aspiration and improvements and people who hel-
ped us in editing the book and the map.

We would cordially like to thank everyone who was 
involved in Nextbengaluru - and a big thank you to 
the neighborhood and its people. Nextbengaluru is 
of course not ending – it is up to you to improve the 
city further, towards an inclusive and sustainable 
urban life. Thanks also to all our supporters and  
partners, namely the Robert Bosch Stiftung,  
Venkataramanan Associates, the German Consulate 
General Bengaluru and the Goethe Institute/Max 
Mueller Bhavan Bengaluru.

Our aim was perhaps best summarized by this  
feedback from a local:
'....to make Bengaluru a better place'

We wish you a fruitful reading and urge you to 
spread the word!

 

Yours sincerely

Tile von Damm, Markus Ewald, Anne-Katrin Fenk
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OUR Neighborhood 
ShAnthinAgAR
A series of major events in the history of Bengaluru 
has lead to the origin of the present settlement. 
Bengaluru, the cosmopolitan city has a deep layer 
of history buried under its surface. The shift in 
paradigm started after the fall of Tipu in 1799, when 
it was considered necessary to station British troops 
in Mysore. The Duke of Wellington, who was the 
Military Commander, decided upon Srirangapatna 
itself as the ideal place; although, the mosquito 
menace and the consequent outbreak of malaria 
in Srirangapatna necessitated finding alternative 
accommodation for the troops. The Duke of 
Wellington was not impressed with Bengaluru, 
presumably on account of its water shortage, as 
Srirangapatna had plentiful supply of it. However 
after his departure from India in 1804, the Supreme 
Government vetoed his opinion and steps were 
taken to shift the troops to Bengaluru. The environs 
of the village of Ulsoor furnished vast vacant 
grounds for the settlement of British troops and thus 
the year 1809 witnessed the foundation of a military 
station in Bengaluru.
Various settlements later sprouted in and around 
the military station, as no boundaries were set to it. 
One such quaint neighborhood was Shanthinagar.

The old map shows a number of military 
establishments within the Cantonment boundary 
separated by expanses of open ground. The military 
retained large areas for its own use: parade grounds, 
barracks, messes, and bungalows for officers.  
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To this day, the main parade ground lies in the centre 
alongside the main arterial road, South Parade, now 
renamed Mahatma Gandhi Road, more popularly 
known as M. G. Road. North and South of it are 
residential colonies for civilians. These localities 
are called 'towns' and were named after British 
officials who probably had some role to play in their 
development, for instance, Langford, Richmond, 
Fraser, Benson, etc. 

Richmond and Langford Towns are located south 
of M. G. Road. Like other towns, they were made 
up of neat bungalows located within compounds, 
with trees and gardens. These towns were inhabited 
mainly by Europeans and Anglo-Indians. They were 
largely self-contained, with a park, open grounds, 
market, church, schools, and shops. Green spaces 
separated them from each other, and a road or two 
linked them. 

Back then Kempe Gowda, was an agricultural 
chieftain from Magadi, a town 25 kms from 
Bengaluru. While establishing the city of Bengaluru 
in 1537, he commissioned building of numerous lakes, 
in and around the settlement, connected to each 
other. This way, the excess of one lake would flow 
into another. The mud tank at Shanthinagar, was 
one such lake. The present day Hockey Stadium at 
Shanthinagar sits on the ground where once the lake 
used to be.' details Mr. Machado while sketching a 
rough map of the neighborhood. Since Bengaluru 
lies on a rock bed and the lakes are depleting at a 
fast rate, the city has become water deficient and is 
feared to run out of groundwater in about a decade.

Langford Road, while connecting the town to the 
pette, also formed a bund, which provided water 

from Mud Tank to fields and vegetable gardens on 
the south side. This area supplied fresh produce to 
Johnson Market. Fresh vegetables and eggs were 
also carried in baskets by vendors to residents. Egg 
and vegetable vendors would provide door to door 
service almost every day. Along with this, there was 
a Muslim baker who used to come home to sell 
bread and occasionally biscuits. The milkman (his 
name was Kempa) also used to come with the cow to 
the house. There were hardly any automobiles and 
rickshaws before the 60‘s. The first cycle rickshaws 
began to ply in the early 60‘s. The other option for 
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travelling was by car or on foot. The raddi waalah 
(local waste recycler) used to come on his bicycle 
and trade the useful waste with cash or kind. 
Families employed a number of servants, performing 
different functions, like house cleaning, cooking, 
gardening, washing of clothes etc. These servants 
lived on the south side of Langford Road in a small 
colony.

Houses were built with brick and mortar with the 
standard larger ones built on a symmetrical pattern, 
with bedrooms on either side of the sitting and 
dining rooms, a verandah and portico in front, and 
the kitchen in the rear.  Toilets, located in the rear, 
were accessed through the bedrooms. They had 
an outer door for the cleaning woman. Behind the 
larger bungalows were servants’ quarters and a 
stable for horses. These houses were serviced by a 
Conservancy Lane at the back.

A variety of fruit trees grew in the house 
compounds. These attracted birds and small animals 
like squirrels. Houses had large open windows 
and plenty of ventilation. Because they were built 
above ground level, and the good drainage system 
for rain water, floors were never damp. With such 
a large military presence, the Cantonment had the 
character of an English military camp located in an 
Indian setting. Its predominant civilian population 
gave it a European veneer; although, it could only 
function with the large numbers of Indian servants, 
artisans, vendors, and labour that lived in the poorer 
sections, conveniently located to but segregated 
from the two areas.'

An effective civic authority and a more or less 
homogeneous society took care of common places 

which were seen as community spaces in the past. 
Over the years, there has been a large influx of new 
residents, from different backgrounds and affluence 
levels. The pressure on limited spaces has been 
enormous. Single house on large compounds have 
given way to a multi storied apartment building. 
Where once a single family lived, today there are 
more. Office blocks have also come up on such 
spaces. Traffic and parked cars choke roads designed 
for far lighter traffic. Pavements have disappeared. 
The mud tank has become a hockey stadium, a 
playground, and a large office building. A lot has 
changed in Shanthinagar since the city‘s inception. 
Today, the Assembly Constituency of Shanthinagar 
is an area of 25 sq km and has 245,000 Inhabitants. 
The wards 117 (Shanthinagar) and 111 (Shantalanagar) 
are included and cover the areas around Johnson 
Market, Hockey Stadium up to Shanthinagar Bus 
Station, one of the most important bus stations in 
the city.
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Nextbengaluru 
An OPEn SPAcE fOR All

There is no doubt that the concepts of a 
collaborative urban development, of participation, of 
transparent information and of bottom-up processes 
are required to be implemented towards developing 
liveable cities. There is also a great opportunity that 
can be tapped while including everyone in the path 
to a sustainable and democratic future. However, 

questions like 'how does it really work?', 'how can 
anyone and everyone willing to participate be 
involved?' – Or simply: 'how do we do it?' need to 
be asked and answered first. For this purpose and 
to get things running, we decided to build an open 
and accessible space in the heart of Shanthinagar, 
following are our four main guidelines:
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it should be a place for the people.
it should be open and grant access to everyone.
it should be a collaborative working, resting and 
discussion space.
it should look beautiful and attractive.
 
the transformation of an Empty Place
The coincidental opportunity of the availability 
of an unused space at Rhenius Street became a 
catalyst towards developing this idea of an open 
collaborative space. Surrounded by a wall, the 
space had been lying empty for the last three 
years and fit perfectly in size and location to our 
idea of a transformation, one that would convert 
the space into a highly active, urban shelter. 
Taking our guidelines into account, we projected 
a structural layout on the basis of local materials 
and local layout. Bamboo was chosen as the 

main material, and with the help of volunteers 
from the neighborhood and professional bamboo 
constructors we started building the space. The 
results lead to a flexible room structure that 
enabled a multi-functional usage. Also the space was 
designed in a transparent way – especially at the 
entrance, the idea was to reduce any possible visual 
barriers. The self-constructed interior (transport 
boxes made out of recycled material) was designed 
such that it facilitates a multi-functional, comfortable 
and welcoming environment – one where everyone is 
invited to look around, stay, discuss and rest. The last 
touch was the flowers. 

A collaborative Urban Oasis
Between 03 Dec and 19 Dec 2014, and after a short 
seasonal break between 01 Feb and 28 Feb 2015 
the doors were open daily and welcomed more 
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than 1200 visitors and citizens of Shanthinagar 
and Bengaluru. The feedback we received was 
extraordinary and everyone who was part of the 
phase made it a great success. Several special 
events were organized and hosted in the space 
besides countless discussions, meetings and talks 
on the urban future of both Shanthinagar and 
Bengaluru.  

Your ideas and Visions
The centrepieces are your visions and ideas, 
your dreams towards a sustainable future for 
Shanthinagar and beyond. Flanked on the 
Nextbengaluru.com website, more than 300 new 
paper sheets full of new ideas were collected, 
shared and discussed. In some collaborative 
workshops the ideas were further improved towards 
design solutions and towards identifying measures 

and ways of implementation of these ideas. The 
results were again exhibited within the space and 
social media and are now part of a discussion 
process.
 
Exhibitions and Events
The global and local urbanity, rapid transformation 
processes, the social dimensions, top-down and 
bottom-up development: the complexity of urban 
changes and city development in Bengaluru is 
enormously engaging. Discussing and showcasing 
these dimensions in talks, pictures, drawings, texts, 
maps and movies played a central role within the 
space. The interlinking and translation to the specific 
urban context of Shanthinagar, Bengaluru and India, 
including the cultural, social, economical and political 
connotation, was a guiding line towards all our 
actions in the space.
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The Nextbengaluru space hosted the permanent 
exhibition 'world cities', presenting projects in sixteen 
cities worldwide with a devotion to participatory 
approaches. Representing the social dimension of the 
workers and their working conditions in Bengaluru – 
the anonymous people who are building the city – was 
the subject of an intense photo-exhibition 'Labour 
Narratives – Who Builds the City' presented by MOD 
Institute and AJ Sharma. Various movie nights, talks, 
and discussion events led to fantastic discussions, 
new ideas, and approaches. 

But the question is - can urban issues be playful? Yes 
of course they can! 

Fields of View, introduced a gaming session on waste 
in Bengaluru with the wonderful 'Play Rubbish'. 
A lovely storytelling evening by Shreya Biswas of 
Katharangam attracted school children into the space. 

Playing with the children, who regularly come to the 
space after school, is another wonderful experience. 
The children add new ideas and interesting questions 
to the discussion.
But the main attractions of the space is the 
permanently growing and changing exhibition of the 
results of collaborative activities, reflecting the ideas, 
visions and realities in Shanthinagar and Bengaluru 
in sketches, pictures, drawing, photographs, movies, 
mappings and at last the idea sheets.  

Out in the Streets - interact, interface, 
Access and Visualize
Because accessibility matters and participation 
should not only be a phase, it is quintessential to take 
under consideration, the differences in the people 
and also include various methods and tools to work 
towards people participation. Actively engaging with 



-24- -25-

the neighborhood was therefore mandatory. The 
yellow Nextbengaluru cart is now quite famous in 
Shanthinagar and the feedback on the streets was 
overwhelming; many discussion and exchanges have 
taken place since then.

Along with the artist Sebastian Lörscher, 
Nextbengaluru conducted a one-week sketching 
workshop, depicting Shanthinagar and its people, this 
led to fascinating results.

The Nextbengaluru team has organized two 
collaborative workshops and started the mapping 
and field work towards identifying urban voids in 
Shanthinagar and to rethink their future usage. This 
has led directly to the installation of billboards right 
on the site to ask people what they could imagine 
being there. 

collaboration, networking and feedback 
It’s the richness of ideas, the fruitful combination of 
skills, the quality of our results and of collaboration 
– that has made Nextbengaluru what it is. It is the 
collaborative workshops, the networking events 
between the civic societies and the activists; and the 
exchange between citizens that makes Nextbengaluru 
so special. The enormous feedback and media 
coverage we received was outstanding.  

Open and transparent
Nextbengaluru is devoted to open technologies, 
privacy and transparent processes. Because we 
believe that accessibility for everyone should be 
possible at all times.  
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URBAN VoidS 
mAPPing thE nEighBORhOOD

The availability of accessible and open spaces in 
cities is a concern that is highly relevant. The idea of 
identifying urban voids in the neighborhood was born 
out of the various feedbacks that were received within 
Nextbengaluru. Two collaborative workshops were held 
at the space, that discussed ideas and methods that 
could be explored while working towards developing 
these urban voids. Finally a team was formed that 
included experts Jonas Büchel (from Riga) and Leona 
Lynen (from Berlin). The team started their journey 
through Shanthinagar to map these urban voids 
as thoroughly possible and extensively cover the 
area. The team also took into account the fact that, 
information on urban voids needed to be handled 
carefully and with utmost care, especially while dealing 
with marginalised groups. The result of this study led 
to a well laid out map and a small report. The problems 
that one faces while dealing with urban voids range 
from lack of information on ownership of land to the 
current judicial system and law enforcement on the 
area. Most of these voids lie vacant and are prone to 
being used as garbage dumping zones. But what would 
the space look like if these voids were transformed into 
open and accessible public spaces. Countless ideas 
and numerous stories put forward by the locals helped 
shape a picture of what these spaces could transform 
into. 

The survey led directly to the second stage of Urban 
Intervention and the development of an application 

that enabled everyone via SMS, Smartphone or 
Internet to post and map these urban voids; to further 
share the information on the space and discuss ideas 
related to a probable future usage. 

The Nextbangalore team along with the international 
experts Jonas Büchel (from Urban Instutite Riga, who 
has recently started Free Riga) and Leona Lynen (from 
Raumtaktik Berlin, who has curated the international 
project Weltstadt) and the locals from the area 
organized a couple of workshops and started a field 
research project to identify urban voids and rethink 
future usage of the area. 

The intermediate result is a first observation paper and 
a movie to be released soon. We welcome everyone to 
share more ideas on future usage of the empty spaces 
and help us to improve on the maps. 
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SHANTINAGAR

RICHMOND TOWN

imagine you could change an unoccupied, 
abandoned space and convert it into a liveable 
green space, where you actually love to spend time, 
rest and meet friends. What would your choice be? 

In Shanthinagar, various sites are unoccupied, 
abandoned or converted to a garbage dump for the 
whole neighbourhood. It seems like these places have 
no hope at all. In between the vibrant urban fabric 
of traffic, trade and daily life, there are these little 

URBAN INTERVENTIONS  
ActiVAting thE nEighBORhOOD

empty plots that no one feels responsible for. What 
if you had the chance to actually create something 
new there? Even if the idea seems slightly utopian: 
a swimming pool? Why not? In February 2015, the 
Nextbengaluru team spread out to determine those 
spaces and installed billboards right on the sites – as 
the first part of the urban intervention – to ask you 
what you could imagine being there.  

get inspired by the ideas on the next pages! 

If you could  
change this place,

what would 
it be...?
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in thE fUtURE, thiS...

This place should be a playground where everyone 
are allowed play without paying money
Public building, comprising of toilets, library and 
sports facility and well maintained
We like to keep the surrounding plain and clean
We love to see India clean
My best friend cannot live
Can we plan a water fountain with benches around
Please save our environment
Parking!! Park tool, no smoking zone, no urination 
zone
Seeing a man urinating which is not really sweet to 
look at. This public toilets are to built with proper 
maintanance
Youth activities centre, sports and cultural activities
Plan where poor people can live
Public library
A park with many sides for children
A park
This place has to be a garden and a Disney place
A beautiful garden with a lot of lovely flowers
Parking space
Make this place clean
A fun place for the school
A green area, toiltes for the cabs
A waiting place for the parents who come to pick 
kids from school
Public toilet for people. Please save the environ-
ment
A sitting place in the back
A place where cleaning is done and this will be a 
place where poor children will be given good facili-
ties

...Will BE:
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A church
A clean place
This place is still good for eductaion. I love this 
place. I always want it to be a school
Book store
Please help the poor children and make in nice 
education
A playground so that it will be very useful for the 
children at the school
Sport meeting
Small park with benches
Make a book store here
I want a family restaurant to spend some time with 
my family and friends
A zoo
A playground. A school for poor people
Kids play area. Organic shops. Creating Awareness
A work and rest place for senior citizens
A playground for children
We need it for playground
I hope it is very clean
A beautiful park
A mall
Please save the poor people
I like the place to be a garden and all the childs can 
play in the garden
Please make this place a park with nice swings and 
slids and with lots of plants
Bookstore. No smoking zone
Marriage hall
Mall
A big place of green garden and no pollution
I would like to make this school a better place
Make a sitting place for senior citizens
It should be nothing
Do not need many things. I want a small school
Bookstore

Save children. Help in their education. Whenever you 
see anyone please help them. Compare the children 
who go to school and who don‘t go
I love my country. It is very beautiful and clean
A clean place with a tiny coffee shop
Public toilet
Library. Snacks Outlet
I would build a kindergarden for small children
A green place
Parking place
A big play area or play park
A place for the poor children
Shelter hours for poor people
Playground
I wish that there was a huge playground, swimming 
pool and etc. to enjoy
Full green
This place will be good but I don‘t know if it is bad also
A place where people can rest and a clean place
I would make it a clean and beautiful place like a park
I wish this place should be a place for poor people
In the future this place will be taken by government
Nice to see this place clean and my kids can play 
there
Well maintained shelter for beggars - small but effi-
cient. Train them with emplayment
A good landscape with water boday and park
More Trees
A toilet
Café
A children play park
I like a place a beautiful garden and meeting spots
We want toilet. Don‘t make any park
A play for children, a park and a place for new view
A park, sitting place for senior citizens
Please make shelter to sick people or park. They don‘t 
have place to meet
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During three month of nextbengaluru  
gatishil online and on site we collected over 
600 ideas and wishes for a better Bengaluru. 
these topics were generated by analysing the 
content in each post, drawing or talk. 

TOPICS and ViSIonS
FOR SHANTHINAGAR
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Traffic  
hOW tO gEt fROm A tO B? 

What if... buses, would have the same quality than 
the metro? ...buses have seperate lanes, so you 
know you‘ll be on time? ...bus stops tell you where 
to go and when?   
 
Traffic is a major issue in Shanthinagar today. 
Bounded by high-frequency arterial roads like 
Richmond Road and Lalbagh Main Road (both of 
which are included in the list of the twenty highest 
frequented roads in Bengaluru), Shanthinagar is 
buried in a dense network of jam-packed major 
arterial roads and smaller chaotic streets. Langford 

Road perhaps is the only sizable thoroughfare 
in Shanthinagar. The neighborhood faces a large 
density of traffic everyday due to thoroughfare influx 
and badly maintained roads. Also due to the growing 
amount of cars, the need for parking space is an 
issue that needs to be addressed soon. 

The lack of pedestrian zones and the high amount 
of traffic influx in the area causes huge problems for 
walkers everyday, especially in the critical hours of 
the morning and evening, with issues ranging from 
crossing wide main roads or simply getting from 
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point A to point B. One widely mentioned issue 
in the feedbacks is the impossibility of crossing 
Richmond Road at the crossing of Berlie Street, 
which also provides links to the environmental and 
health concerns owing to traffic and congestion. 
Ideas on how to better maintain the existing traffic 
problems include:

improving car-sharing models, such as shared mini 
buses and hop-on hop-off buses. 
Better maintenance of roads and pedestrianization 
of the area.
the closing of O’Shaghnessy road.
the need for the growth of aspiration of the 
consequences for the environment.
the improvement of commuting routes.
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The city of Bengaluru is served by several transport 
options such as buses, autorickshaws, and taxis. 
Intercity rail services connect neighbouring towns to 
the city. Metro rail services operate along segments 
of the two lines slated to be fully operational by 
2016. Bus transport accounts for a lion’s share in 
the city’s modal share. The bus network is dense, 
and provides its services to a large section of the 
city’s built area. In 2010-11, the bus fleet of the 
Bengaluru Municipal Transport Corporation (BMTC) 
stood at 6111 (Mobility Indicators, 2011). During the 
same period, it carried over 435, 0000 passengers 
on a daily basis, with an average of 8000 daily 
trips. However, BMTC has increasingly struggled 
to maintain their revenue in the light of rising 
operational costs and increase in fuel prices.      

PUBlic tRAnSPORt 
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Shanthinagar lies under the Zone 2 of the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), the municipal 
governing body of the city. According to a zone-
based modal survey conducted in 2011 by the 
Directorate of Urban Land Transport (DULT), 30% of 
the total trips were completed by public transport, 
whereas Non-Motorised Transport (NMT) accounted 
for 21%. Despite high modal shares, concerns of 
commuters and pedestrians have been found to 
be overlooked, or improvements to infrastructure 
underfunded.  

Road Density & Traffic: The neighborhood is 
enveloped by major thoroughfares on three sides, 
with main streets providing vital connections 
between them. This usually results in a sustained 
flow of traffic through the area. The street grid is 
disconnected in places, and does not connect well 
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with the main streets. One-way streets add to traffic 
woes of the area.  
 
Public Transport: The main thoroughfares 
surrounding Shanthinagar (Hosur Rd, Richmond 
Rd, KH Rd) ply a wide range of schedules and 
service types that connect residents with main bus 
terminals, railway stations, international airport, as 
well as western, southern, and eastern parts of the 
city. While public transport serves the perimeter of 
the neighborhood well, it often suffers from a lack 
of good alternatives for last-mile connectivity to 
residents. 
   
Last-Mile Connectivity: The penetration of public 
transport is low within Shanthinagar due to low 
demand, and an unsuitable street network. However, 
the recently-launched midi buses (reduced seating 
capacity, higher penetration in dense areas with 
narrow streets) might be considered to help 
make the commutes more seamless, reliable, and 
comfortable. Autorickshaws ply within the area, 
and are available along the main roads within the 
neighborhood and at important intersections just 
outside of it.   
 
Non-Motorized Transport: Cycling does not 
presently have dedicated infrastructure within the 
neighborhood. However, it could be easily provided 
to move around easily for short trips as well as a 
good alternative for providing last-mile connectivity 
to residents and a large number of students who live 
around Shanthinagar and study there. Pedestrian 
infrastructure exists along the main roads within 
the area, although discontinuous, thus making it 
difficult to provide connected street network for 
pedestrians. 

Safety: The streets in Shanthinagar often provide 
tree cover along the streets, thus making it very 
pleasurable to walk along. However, lack of adequate 
street lighting makes the streets unsafe, especially at 
night. Providing ‘street eyes’ by encouraging hawking 
around the neighborhood as well as storefronts to 
increase footfall would be beneficial for citizens, 
especially women, children, and the elderly. 
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More NAture
tREES, PARkS AnD WAtERBODiES 

What if... new trees are planted and maintained 
and the water body restored? 
 
Bengaluru is still famous as the garden city. Parks and 
big old trees shape the image of the city. However, due 
to new upcoming infrastructure projects, this greenery 
is fast shrinking. In Shanthinagar, the picture differs 
widely from area to area; while parts of Richmond 
Town and Langford Gardens are lush green with trees, 
other parts lack greenery and are quite uncovered. 

To add to the issue, most public parks are open only 
for short durations during the day and the frequency of 
these parks is also quite low. The need for open green 

spaces and the improvement of the ones that already 
exist is an issue widely raised by the locals of the area. 
Ideas towards improvement of green spaces include:

to open public parks for throughout the day.
to improve the usability of public parks and green spaces
to increase tree cover.
to better maintain the old trees, while including models 
for community caring.
to improve micro-climate. 
to revise the former lake and canals and  
make them a public park.
to improve percolation and increase ground water level.
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Cycling and WAlkIng
A citY fOR thE PEOPlE 

What if... a cycling route is introduced in 
Shantinager? ...O‘Shaughnessy Road is closed for 
traffic and pedestrianized?

Through the years Shanthinagar has shown a rise 
in the number of bicycles, even though the number 
is small when compared to that of cars, it is still 
a positive. The low affordability of the residence 
has prevented many from buying cars; owing to an 
urgent need to re-integrate pedestrians into traffic 
planning. Pedestrianization, while reducing traffic 
density will also improve living conditions in the 
area. Suggestions in this area include:

Bengaluru’s first cycling pathway through 
Shanthinagar, to showcase the benefits of a care 
free area.
to provide a cycling map for Bengaluru.
to integrate and improve pedestrian pathways.
to plant more trees and improve quality of  
pathways for walking and cycling.
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wASte MANAGEMENT
mAkE gARBAgE citY - gARDEn citY AgAin 

What if... efficient waste collection centers are 
designed? ...waste is segregated and disposed in a 
smart and fun way? 

Bengaluru’s awakening to the issue of waste 
came with the closure of the Mavallipura landfill 
on August 29th 2012, due to resistance from the 
villagers living alongside the landfill. This was 
followed by the closure of two more landfills in 
September 2012, located at Mandur, for the same 
reasons. With only one of the city’s seven landfills 

functional, Bengaluru’s municipal corporation – the 
BBMP was left with no place to throw the city’s 
waste. Mounds of rubbish accumulated on streets 
and vacant lands throughout the city, attracting 
rats, stray dogs, cows and insects. They turned 
breeding grounds for new diseases. Trucks that were 
loaded with waste remained filled for over a week 
with nowhere to throw the garbage. Door-to-door 
collection from houses was stalled for around five 
days! Waste has been an overlooked commodity 
and its manifestation within our surroundings has 
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been extremely neglected. City residents have an 
equal hand in adding to this crisis. Segregating waste 
at source into even the basic dry and wet, can go a 
long way in easing the scale of the issue. The level of 
segregation at source during the crisis was found to 
be just about 10%. 

Before Mandur crisis in 2012, through a Public 
Interest Litigation filed in the Lok Adalat, the BBMP 
had already begun exploring alternative solutions 
for managing waste – ex. setting up of Dry Waste 
Collection Centres in each of the 198 wards. But this 
too did not prevent the crisis of 2012 from repeating 
yet again in June 2014.

The city’s journey from a centralised system to 
a decentralised system has already begun. As 
opposed to the practise of transporting all waste 
to the landfills outside the city, this new system lays 
emphasis on ‘segregation at source’, which enables 
us to retrieve waste streams in their pure form (Wet/
Organic, Dry/Recyclable, Sanitary & Reject Waste). 
Apart from reject waste (5-10% of Municipal Solid 
Waste) which has to be landfilled, the remaining 80-
90% (Wet and Dry Waste) can be processed within 
the ward, zone or city limits, hence preventing the 
contamination of land and lives.

With the waste processing market still nascent, 
transitioning into an entirely new system, without the 
safety net of a landfill has led to several issues on 
ground. Suggestions were related to the following: 
 

 

ngOg (lakes, streets, pathways, vacant sites etc.) – 
no garbage on ground.
nimBY – not in my Back Yard syndrome.
User fee for generators.
Data availability on generation.
Decentralised processing.
Privatisation.
Segregation at source.
Provision of bins.
c & t – collection and transport of Waste.
EPR – Extended Producer Responsibility.
Ban on Plastic.
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Public SpAceS  
fOR chilDREn, SEniORS AnD EVERYOnE

What if... empty lots are cleaned up and used as 
public spaces? ...urban voids are temporarily be used 
for the neighborhood?

A compelling and growing issue is that of accessible 
public spaces in the area; these spaces seem to be 
shrinking aggressively in the past years in Shanthinagar. 
The need is also to develop and improve the already 
existing green patches and parks, an issue that needs 
to be dwelled upon in Shanthinagar at a broader level. 
Spaces for children to play after school are limited; 
the green patches that exist, are being exploited by 
car drivers as waiting spaces or as smoking areas, due 

to the recent ban on smoking on the streets. Roads 
cannot be used as public/ semi-public areas anymore, 
as even these roads have a rather high frequency of 
cars and are thus unsafe. The suggestions in this area 
include:

to improve places to sit and meet.
to make public places safer.
to provide significant spaces as playgrounds for 
children.
to make all public places accessible the whole day.
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AFFORDABLE HouSing  
hOmES fOR EVERYOnE 

What if... affordable housing is built vertically with 
the opportunity of self-building to finish it in a co-
operative mode? ...affordable housing is integrated 
to the urban fabric?

As an old and centrally located neighbourhood, 
Shanthinagar is facing rapid transformation. The 
demand and urgency for affordable housing is high, the 
traditional mixed-income communities are disappearing 
from Bengaluru’s map day by day. The history of 
communities in Shanthinagar was always based on 

diverse community patterns, which were culturally and 
economically interlinked with each other. This diversity 
guaranteed a vibrant urban life that included smaller 
inner-city housing and different micro businesses 
beside well-off neighbourhoods. The actual economic 
pressure results for most in the housing market even 
so in Shanthinagar. A lot of lower-middle class families, 
who have lived in Shantingar for generation are now 
being forced to leave their houses and to settle in the 
periphery of Bengaluru. One aspect worth addressing 
is that of the rise in gentrification, especially in the 
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western parts. The increase in rent and property prices 
in the area has more than doubled in the last ten years. 
Affordable housing is therefore a growing concern 
in the neighbourhood. Even though Shanthinagar is 
an extremely diverse neighbourhood, the need for 
affordable housing is an issue that is widely raised.

 One can see a growth in the up-gradation of existing 
homes, as these homes can then be rented out 
at higher rates. The construction of new luxury 
apartments has further added to the issue of 
densification in the area. The issue is of concern not 
only from the point of view of rapid construction but 
also serves as an issue towards social and political 
welfare. The balance between various income groups is 
also seen as a growing concern in the neighbourhood. 
Ideas include:

 

to densify the urban fabric.
to identify models of regulation.
to improve the conditions informal settlement.
to build affordable housing more vertically – up to 4 
storey high structures with the opportunities to self-
build to finish it in a co-operative mode.
to mix formal and informal patterns.
to include mixed-use structures and improve the 
balance in housing for various income groups.
to build space for children and elder people.
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Public ToiletS    
UnDERlinE

What if... toilets are provided where needed? 
...toilets are well maintained and well designed?

While walking from Alexandra street if one turns left 
into Rhenius street, one immediately notices a strong 
pungent smell like that of a toilet. Unfortunately, this 
doesn’t lead one to a toilet, but to a pedestrian way 
behind a generator that is being used as a makeshift 
public restroom – just one of the many examples for 
the need of a public toilet. Auto drivers are presently 
using the crossing as a waiting/ resting space. Taking 

the problem of public urinating into account, proposed 
ideas are:

to force behaviour change.
to implement better signal systems.
to provide more public toilets.
to integrate design solutions, like service stations.
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Old BuildingS And Heritage 
tAkE hiStORY in AccOUnt

What if... abaondoned buildings are open for public 
usage? 

In a rapid growing city like Bengaluru the demand 
for new buildings, construction and infrastructure 
measures is enormously high. Sure, everyone agrees 
that Bengaluru has a rich history, but the demolition 
of old buildings takes place everyday – sometimes 
overnight. The effect is a rapidly changing urban 

fabric and the loss of the city’s built history. Slowly 
the heritage movement is growing, but what will one 
do, when most of old Bengaluru vanishes? Ideas and 
suggestions include:

to conserve Johnson market, as an old heritage 
markets.
to improve temporary usage of abandoned old 
buildings.
to discuss a conservation strategy for Shanthinagar.
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SpAceS for Art, Culture AND EDUCATION 
BRightEn YOUR nEighBORhOOD

What if... a public libarary along with a park and cultu-
ral space is opened on O‘Shaughnessy road?

Today Bengaluru lacks spaces that can be used for the 
purpose of art and culture; well known as a city of pubs 
and restaurants, it‘s a shame that the city lacks the 
vibrancy brought by cultural events and performances. 
Open public spaces that can be used as thriving art 
and cultural nodes can improve the living conditions in 
the neighborhood considerably. One such example is 
the Nextbengaluru space, which has been welcomed 
and well received by the locals of the area. 

A related topic is of course that of education. Besides 
general problems in the educational system, the issue 
of accessibility of public spaces that can be used as 
informal educational nodes, is one that needs to be ad-
dressed, especially when one views as education and 
learning as lifelong processes that are highly related to 
interaction. So what about libraries? What about places 
to read? Many posts suggest a public library within the 
neighborhood, a space that could also function as a 
cultural hub.
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AND BEYOND 
hOW thE StORY cOntinUES

Nextbengaluru is an on-going process: All collected 
ideas, visions and solutions reflect an intermediate 
result. The aim of these ideas is, to make our city into an 
inclusive and sustainable one in a participatory, collabo-
rative way. As an open platform Nextbengaluru provides 
on one side, a set of online engagement tools, including 
our crowdsourcing website and on the other side, our 

new application on urban voids. Also we cordially 
invite you to improve Open Street Map and de-
sign solutions for a better Bengaluru. To guarantee 
access and inclusion, it is highly important to provide 
spaces for offline participation in the city. A new 
Nextbengaluru space is desired, to continue provid-
ing knowledge, additional resources and methods.
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GET iNVOLVED 
hOW tO BE PARt Of nExtBEngAlURU

SHARE 
What do you imagine for the 

future of Bengaluru? Share your 

ideas, visions and be a part of 

nextbengaluru.

facebook.com/nextbangalore

nextbengaluru.com  

CONTRIBUTE 
how to improve urban voids? Where 

can a park, a playground or a library be? 
Where are the empty spaces and what 
are your ideas for their future usage? 
Use and share the new application on 
mapping and improving urban voids in 

Bengaluru.
urbanvoids.fieldsofview.in

MAP 
how does Bengaluru look like? 

help us by improving the open 

source project; Open Street map 

by mapping your neighborhood.

openstreetmap.org

DEVELOP 
how to get from an idea to a soluti-

on? Be a part of developing design 

solutions. Discuss and share your 

visualizations and help us identify 

ways of implementation.

nextbengaluru.com
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Thank you 

Asha N M, Christoph Bertrams, Ankit Bhargava, 
Varun Bhargava, Nora Bibel, Mahua Bisht, Shreya 
Biswas, Per Brandt, Jana Braun, Alexandre Bresson, 
Jonas Büchel, Sumandro Chattapadhyay, Andrea 
Christ, Sara Delgado, Maureen Gonsalves, Nikita 
Harikishan, Ralf Homann, Onkar Hoysala, Srajana 
Kaikini, Le-Lina Kettner, Shireen Khan, Kiran, Martin 
Kohler, Stephan Landau, Rachel Lee, Sebastian  
Lörscher, Leona Lynen, Alan Machado, Manjunatha 
R, Christof Mayer, Vidhya Mohankumar, Elena  
Mozgovaya, Gautam Muralidharan, V. ‘Naresh’  
Narasimhan, Karl GötzOrtmann, Tejas Pande,  
Bharath Palavalli, Julian Petrin, Archana Prasad, 
Mallika Prasad, Aditya Puri,Surasti Puri, Sobia Rafiq, 
Jörn Rohde, Tanja Schulze, A.J. Sharma, Clemens 
Spiess, Jörg Stollmann, Souad Tenfiche, Avril Unger, 
and everyone who participated in nextbengaluru! 

Robert Bosch Stiftung, Venkataramanan Associates,  
German Consulate General Bengaluru, Goethe  
Institute/Max Mueller Bhavan Bengaluru, Urban 
Institute Riga, Technical University Berlin, Metaform, 
Fields of View, Jaaga, Embarq, Swissnex, Cobalt 
BLR, Casa Piccola Cottage.
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